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Flexible hoses are used widely at this plant for such purposes as washing down mobile plant, adding water to truck
bodies and washing down walkways. Storage can be a problem, as hoses trailing on the ground can cause a trip
hazard or be damaged by vehicles. 

One solution is to use auto retractable hose systems, but collect customers sometimes use them incorrectly, failing to
realise that they need to tug the pipe for it to be retracted. CEMEX found another answer Œ they use a predetermined
length of hose suspended from a counterbalanced shaft. The shaft and hose length were calculated and a prototype
manufactured. The hose is automatically retracted and stored vertically when not in use.
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