Smouldering Fire Cloth

WHAT HAPPENED

A crew member on board a UK marine aggregate dredger was tasked to raise the cable tray along the base of the emergency
generator engine room casing and weld into a new position.

A risk assessment had been completed, control measures implemented and the permit to work issued. Just after welding began,
smoke started to emit from the fire cloth next to where welding was taking place. As the cause of this was not clear, and as a
precaution to prevent any fire spreading, a closely sited fire extinguisher was used on the area that was smoking. The fire cloth
was then taken out into the open air.

The Ship’s Safety Officer’s investigation identified that prior to use, the fire cloth had become contaminated with grease / oily
residue and the sparks from the welding operation had caused the fire cloth to begin to smoulder.

i

LEARNING POINTS / ACTIONS TAKEN

e Competent Persons to ensure that all equipment is thoroughly inspected prior to the start of hot work or any work where
there is risk of fire.

e Shipboard Safety Officers to verify at their statutory safety officer inspections, that fire prevention and fire fighting
equipment is not exposed to contamination or deterioration.

¢ Fire cloths or other fire prevention equipment must be clearly quarantined or marked accordingly if found to be
contaminated so that it is not inadvertently used prior to discarding ashore.

LOCATION: AGGREGATE DREDGER ALERT STATUS: Normal
ACTIMTY: MAINTENANCE & HOUSEKEEPING DATE ISSUED: 10/07/2017 10:44:43
SUB ACTIMITY: N/A INCIDENT No: 01461



