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What benefits could be gained from improved user input

Benefit

n Safer access

n Integrated design

n Improved operator interface and 
ergonomics

n Consistency of functionality 

Gain to the industry

n Reduction in accidents

n Less downtime and issues 
around durability of machines

n Operator comfort and well being 
of operators

n Reduced risk of accidents caused 
by operator error
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Illustrations of the problems arising from poor design

n Access to inspection points 
and risks from working at 
height with no protection 

n Would the OEM access 
provided on this machine 
satisfy the requirements of 
the working at heights 
directive? 

n Is fall protection adequately 
provided for?

n Who will be held 
accountable for a life 
threatening head injury to an 
employee?
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The pick up truck stands 1.8 metres to the roof, how high does this 
make the top of the access ladder?
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What prevents the operator from falling off these walkways?
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Bolt on equipment issues 
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More equipment to prevent injury and damage
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More equipment to prevent injury and damage
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More examples of side and rear sensors
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Sharing best practice and lessons learned in the UK 

n Mineral Products Association 
(MPA)

www.safequarry.com

n UK Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE)

www.hse.gov.uk

n Safety Alerts internally and from 
our competitors!

n Accident reports, route cause 
analysis and panel of enquiry

n Operator knowledge, skills and 
experience

http://www.safequarry.com/�
http://www.hse.uk.gov/�
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Safety alerts 
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Safety Alert 002 05 10

Hanson UK

Date Printed: 19/10/2010

Business Line:
Subject:

For information on the above please contact 
Darren.herbert-white@hanson.com or steve.hamar@hanson.com

Mobile Plant Access and Egress

Location: South Date: May 2010

Recently found examples of unsafe 
access and egress to mobile plant.

HQP

Example 1 – loading shovel with 
damaged steps, uneven footfalls, bent 
rails & split rubber on the bottom 
step.
Example 2 - hydraulic excavator with 
the walkway & powered access steps 
removed.
Example 3 - loading shovel which had 
damaged offside access steps that 
were removed for repair but not fitted 
back on.

• Ensure that steps and handrails are 
inspected and if required cleaned as part of 
your daily checks.
• If defects are found report it immediately to 
your Supervisor.
•Do not operate mobile plant with defective or 
missing steps and handrails.
•Always park on level ground at least one 
metre from other machines, vehicles and 
buildings.

Safe access and egress to 
mobile plant is a basic 

requirement of safe operation.
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For information on the above please contact your AHSA

Metso Mobile plant 
steps Location: Ystrad 

Meurig

Date: February 2010

Information
Following an incident involving the fixed steps on the Metso ST 300A mobile crusher, where the step 

adjuster locking mechanism had loosened due to vibration causing the steps to fold in when the 
operator attempted to climb on to the plant.

The locking mechanism has been redesigned to stop the possibility of loosening due to vibration.

Learning Outcome:
Please ensure that mobile plant is inspected before use every day.

Ensure that steps, handrails, handholds and walkways are clean and in a good state of repair.

Ensure that defects are reported to your line manager.

HQP

Original locking mechanism Redesigned locking mechanism
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Necessity to harness customer feedback

n The fatality could have been prevented!

•Pain and suffering to family, friends, work 
colleagues
•Injuries to individuals
•Damage to equipment
•Criminal action
•Civil action
•Bad publicity
•Loss of production
•Increased costs
•Poor morale
•Failure in tender process – no longer the supplier 
of choice
•Recruitment – difficult to recruit good people
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