
Atlantic Alliance Conference

9-11 May 2004
U.S. Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration
U.S. Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration



~ 300 Producer Members
~ 450 Service Industry Firms

NATIONAL STONE, SAND & GRAVEL 
ASSOCIATION

Natural building blocks for quality of life

2002 Aggregates Production
• 2.73 billion metric tons

• $14.6 billion (US) value



NSSGA

Not-for-profit trade 
association 
representing U.S. 
aggregates industry
Staff of 27
HQ in Washington, DC 
suburbs
101 years old
38 state affiliates + 2 in 
Canada

Divisions
Government Affairs
Environment, Safety 
& Health
Operations
Engineering 
Research
Member Services
Public Affairs
Administration



ESH DIVISION

Responsible for assuring aggregates industry 
interests in environment, safety & health are 
represented in the executive and legislative 
branches of the federal government
Initiate and support litigation in the judicial 
branch, as necessary
Support the work of relevant committees
Comprised of a senior vice president, vice 
presidents responsible for environment and 
safety & health, an ESH Director and dedicated 
administrative support



FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

Labor 
(OSHA) (MSHA)
HHS 
(NIOSH, MSHRAC, 
NTP)
Transportation
(FMCSA)
Interior
(U.S.G.S.)
Small Business 
Administration

Commerce
(NIST)
National Academy of 
Sciences
Executive Branch
(OMB)
Homeland Security
(ATF)
Congress
(Committees of 
jurisdiction)



NSSGA SAFETY & HEALTH 
COMMITTEE

173 volunteer 
members

Task Forces:
Alliance
Diesel
Guarding
Haul Truck CD
(Minerals Definition)
Occupational Health 
Program
(Silica)

Subcommittees:
Awards
Industrial Hygiene
Regulatory Affairs
Training



NSSGA Welcomes Geoff Baker 



Alliance Agreement



Alliance Areas of Emphasis

Education and Training
Technical Assistance
Outreach and Communications
Promote National Dialogue on Mine 
Safety & Health



Education and Training

Develop training and education 
programs to reduce and prevent mine 
hazards.
Share best practices and effective 
approaches to improve mine safety and 
health.



Technical Assistance

Conduct:
Evaluations of applied engineering to 
improve mine safety and health.
Analyses to identify potentially 
hazardous health and safety conditions 
for particular attention and resources.



Outreach and Communications

Develop and disseminate information 
on mine safety and health.
Proactively address mine safety and 
health issues at appropriate events.



Promote National Dialogue

Raise awareness and demonstrate 
commitment.
Share information on best practices and 
effective approaches.
Cooperatively work with state aggregate 
associations in helping them improve the 
health and safety working conditions.
Perform mine safety and health case studies 
and publicize their results.



Spring Thaw Schedule





Safety Pledge
(“Hard Target”) Goal

By voluntarily signing this agreement, we demonstrate our commitment to a work 
environment designed to eliminate injury incidents, which will ultimately result in zero 

fatalities.  Our first milestone in this process will be to reduce the MSHA injury 
incident rate 50 percent by the end of 2007, with continuous improvement thereafter.



Alliance Accomplishments
2003 – 2004

Safety Decal
“Start Each Day with Safety” flyer
Articles in NSSGA magazine
Spring Thaw Initiative
Data Mining Initiative
Safety Video on Effective Risk 
Communications
Power Point Presentation on Alliance


