
 

 

Failure to use vehicle braking systems results
in arctic rolling out of control
 

WHAT HAPPENED
A trailer loaded with bypass dust was parked by a driver on a slight incline. Later on, the same driver reversed up to the trailer,
connected the king pin, and completed the pull test before climbing out of his cab to secure the trailer sheet.

He climbed on to the back of the tractor unit and connected the compressed air lines, which released the trailer brakes. After a
few seconds, he realised that the vehicle was moving and jumped clear. He then ran alongside the vehicle attempting to
disconnect the air to reapply the brakes, this action put him at great risk. The vehicle picked up speed, jack knifed and collided
with a site building.

A review of the incident identified the following key findings:

The driver had been attending the site for around a year and was familiar with the process and had received full training.
A safe system of work was in place.
The driver had been re-inducted only a few days before.
The park brake on the trailer had not been activated by the driver.
The handbrake on the tractor unit had not been applied by the driver.
The audible and visual alarms were in working order. These are activated when the handbrake is not applied and the cab
door is opened.

The driver was very fortunate to avoid serious injury to himself and others
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LEARNING POINTS / ACTIONS TAKEN
The accident would have been avoided by: 

Following training and safe systems of work.
Not being tempted to rush and cut corners.
Applying the park brakes to the tractor and trailer unit.

The trailer brake (red button) should be pulled out when the trailer is left unattended or detached from the trailer.
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