
 

 

Fatal 1 – Isolation failure - Operative cleaning
in banding zone was able to enter the adjacent
bagging zone.
 

WHAT HAPPENED
 

An operative was cleaning in the block plant packaging line using a vacuum cleaner. The operative had followed LOTOTO and
was cleaning the bander area. The operative was then able to take the tooling and himself from one zonal area to another as the
tunnel through the enclosure guarding was not obstructed by a pack of blocks as it would usually be. The operative activated a
sensor in the bagging zone which allowed the bagging machine to activate and the bagger frame to drive forward over the
conveyor. The bagger then stayed in position over the conveyor awaiting the next sequential signals to lower. The frame did not
lower, and no injuries occurred.

Image below shows operator in the Bander Zone, the bagging zone is in the front of the picture.

This image shows how the normal production line pack positions prevents passage between different equipment zones.

 

LEARNING POINTS / ACTIONS TAKEN

 



Ensure guarding is effective at all times and can stop persons entering into different zonal areas.

Product is not to be relied on as guarding between zones.

Ensure all procedures for isolation and work instructions are effective and all employees have been appropriately.

Further Information – MPA Guide to Energy Isolation & LOTOTO

For more information on isolation please go the Fatal 1 section on the Safequarry website

 
LOCATION: CONCRETE PRODUCTS PLANT ALERT STATUS: High Potential
ACTIVITY: GUARDING AND ISOLATION DATE ISSUED: 02/05/2024 15:56:09
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https://www.safequarry.com/hotTopics/MPA 172pg A5 Best Practice for Isolation HB_JUNE 19_WEB.pdf
https://www.safequarry.com/home/fatal-6/fatal-6-step-1.aspx

