
 

 

Fatal 1 - Operator's hand drawn into rotating
shaft of lathe
 

WHAT HAPPENED
 

An operator's hand was drawn into a rotating shaft whilst holding emery cloth. The image of his glove below shows how lucky the
individual was not to be seriously hurt.

HSE Statement

The wearing of gloves increases the risk of entanglement and is never acceptable near rotating parts of machinery
such as manual metal working lathes. The wearing of loose, baggy clothing, long hair and jewelery all increase the
risk of entanglement.

 

LEARNING POINTS / ACTIONS TAKEN

 



 

Always carry out a suitable and sufficient assessment of the risk from using emery cloth to polish or deburr a shaft.
Methods of tooling are available that will achieve the surface finish or close tolerance required for the component.
Emery cloth should never be applied by hand on manual lathes.
If after completing a suitable and sufficient risk assessment, it is found that emery cloth does need to be used, there are
tools on the market that allow this to be completed without holding the emery cloth by hand. HSE has some great guidance
on safe working – links below. Please ensure you watch these

                                       

 

The tool post is used to clamp and hold a
looped strip of emery cloth in place during
application. (see video demonstration).

 

This method is for external deburring work
only.

 
Reference documents: -

 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/eis2.pdf    

                           

https://www.hse.gov.uk/engineering/lathes.htm.
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