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What you need

Copy of Tool Box Talk

Copy of Permit To Work
Copy of FY/HS125

Copy of Local Information Sheets relating to Confined Spaces

Reason/Why? 

People don’t always recognise what a confined space is and can under estimate the danger involved. 
Learning Points

· The hazards
· Before entering a confined space 

· Working in confined spaces 

· What to do in an emergency 

What are the hazards? 
· Oxygen-depleted or enriched environments

· Presence of suffocating, toxic or flammable atmosphere
· Actual or potentially hostile environment (inside plant) becoming buried or drowned.
· Biological hazards, Weil’s disease from rat’s urine
· Confined Spaces include:
Cellars, chambers, pits, tanks, bunded areas, manholes, sewers, tunnels and some excavations
What should I do before entering a confined space?   
· Don’t enter a confined space until a risk assessment has been carried out by a competent person. Assess if the work can be accomplished without entry first.
· If entry is required, ensure a Permit To Work has been completed first.
· Check for flammable or toxic gases and O2 content. Using gas monitoring device and check top, middle and bottom.
· If breathing apparatus is required, don’t enter the confined space until you are trained to use it. 
· Ensure you have a second man outside of confined space for the entire time you are working. 
· Make sure you can communicate with the second man throughout. 
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Working in confined spaces? 

· Work is controlled by a Permit to Work, which includes arrangements for rescue.

· Wear protective equipment and clothing as specified on Permit to Work. 
· Only BASEFFA-approved electrical equipment is to be used where flammable gases may be present.
· Keep the gas monitor with you and always re-test the air after breaks. 
· Don’t eat, drink, smoke or allow exhaust fumes in close proximity of point of entry.

What are the emergency procedures? 
· Understand emergency procedure – know the location of first aid facilities and other emergency equipment. 

· Make sure emergency / recovery apparatus that you are using is in working order.

· Don’t attempt a rescue without first raising the alarm and wearing breathing apparatus.

· The first duty of any rescuer is to ensure own safety.

Summary / Remember: 

DON'T ENTER THE SPACE UNTIL IT’S MADE SAFE!
